
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter is published 5 times each year:  Jan., Mar., May, Sept., and Nov. -SAVE THIS ISSUE UNTIL SEP, 2016 

Our Motto is “From Birding to the Total Environment” Website Address: http://www.baycountyaudubon.org 

 Bay County Audubon Society’s 53st year of continuous successful operation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME NEW BCAS MEMBERS 
February – March, 2016 

 

Michael X. Rohan, John R. Green, Howard Maines, Sandy Cross, Judy 

Girvin, Wendy Tolbert, Joy Sanders, Raymond L. Harris, Connie 

Wheeler, Brian Dusseault, Bonnie Samuelson, Rhonda Dickinson, 

Nelyne Andrews, Gloria McGready, Gerald W. Harrison, Carolyn 

Cramer, Gregory Presser, James Burkhalter, Linda Kitner, Lorne 

Brumm, Christine Liddle, George J. Nepereny, Judy Bolger, Narsing R. 

Palep, Douglas R. Davis, Susan Dietze, Richard Dabell, Don Mathis, 

Laura Mann, Frank Volmerhaussen, Rita Englert, Kimberly M. 

Hampton, Joan Downing, Sylvia Mears, Jane Hinman, Sonia Hoffman 

and Betty Brendemuehl. 

 

WELCOME BACK TO BCAS 
Deborah Gabris, Jeffrey Mott, and Alan Humphrey. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at our BCAS meeting Monday, May 9, 

2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the Science & Discovery Center of Northwest 

Florida, 308 Airport Road. 
 

it out!!!  baycountyaudubon.org or follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Contacts 
 

Co-Presidents Ron Houser/Robin Shader    763-7485/522-2109 

Vice President Susan Llorca 249-2862 

Treasurer Neil Lamb 265-0646 

Recording Sec Parry Knauss 235-2399 

Corresponding Sec Debbie Greiner 215-3580 

Bald Eagle Stamp Candis Harbison 381-7500 

Bird Records Richard Ingram 871-1736 

CBC Raya Pruner/Marvin Friel 233-5110 

Conservation Norm Capra 233-1313 

Education Susan Llorca 249-2862 

Field Trips Ron Houser 763-7485 

Film Series Jeff Palgut 763-4415 

Historian  Gail Casteel  

Hospitality & Greeting Parry Knauss                235-2399  

Inventory John Donlon   

Laidlaw Preserve Neil Lamb  265-0646 

Membership Diane Houser 763-7485 

Memorials Ann Ingram 871-1736 

Newsletter Editor Ron Merritt 

Outreach Speakers Ron Houser & Neil Lamb 763-7485/265-0646 

Parker Preserve Al Clare 872-8260 

Programs Mary Jo Capra                                      233-1313 

Publicity Al Clare 872-8260 

Web/Facebook Master Susan Lamb 265-0646 

NEW MEMBERS FORM (Not for renewals) 
 

Yes, please enroll me as a new member of the National Audubon Society and of the local chapter, Bay County Audubon Society (E20)  

Be sure to put this number on your check).  Please send Audubon magazine, Conservation Chronicle, and my membership card to the address below. 
 

 $20 One-year membership   
 

Name: ______________________________________________________ Address: ___________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________________ State: ___________________________ Zip: ______________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________ Email Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Please make your check payable to the National Audubon Society and mail this application to the local chapter: 
Bay County Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1182, Panama City, Florida 32402 

CURRENT OCCUPANT OR 

Bay County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 1182  

Panama City, Florida 32402 
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MONTHLY PROGRAMS 
All programs will be held at the  

Panama City Garden Club at 7:00 pm 

FIELD TRIPS 

ATTENTION! THIS WILL BE YOUR  

LAST PRINTED NEWSLETTER 
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CONSERVATION CHRONICLE 

      BAY COUNTY 

AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Hello Members. Please mark your calendars for 

our special May Banquet Monday, May 9th in our 

regular meeting room at the Science and Discovery 

Center 308 W. Airport Rd. At 6:30 P.M. there will be a 

dinner catered by My Best Friend's Kitchen featuring 

both veggie lasagna and chicken pot pie, seasoned green 

beans, garden salad with dressings, garlic bread and 

sweet corn muffins, and iced tea or lemonade. All this 

for only $11 at the door. Desserts will be provided by our 

members, so if you would like to contribute, please bring 

a little something to add to the dessert table. Looking 

forward to seeing all of you for this delicious dinner and 

fun evening with the presentation of the Conservationist 

of the Year Award and Installation of the New Officers. 
See you there!  

 

Saturday, May 14 – Audubon Laidlaw Preserve 

 

This will be a joint trip with Choctawhatchee Audubon. 

We will meet at 7:15 AM at Porter Park by the bridge 

in Lynn Haven.  We will leave at 7:30. Attendees should 

bring a lunch and drinks and binoculars. We will eat our 

lunch on the gazebo while enjoying the view from the 

pond. 
 

 
 

 

  

After years of discussing sending out only 

electronic versions of our bi-monthly newsletter, the 

board made the decision at the last board meeting to 

discontinue mailing printed copies of the newsletter 

and instead, e-mail the newsletter to you. Other 

organizations have been doing this for several years.  

This would save us a lot of money and work, as you 

can imagine if you have ever been involved in 

newsletters.  

The advantages of an electronic version, 

besides cost savings are: The newsletter can be as 

long or as short as we want, it can be in color, more 

photos can be included and we can even embed links 

to videos.  And you can still print it out on your 

computer.   

Of course, you will need to provide us with 

your e-mail address to receive the electronic 

newsletter. You can send us an e-mail at 

bcas09@aol.com with your full name and e-mail 

address.  We will not sell or distribute your e-mail 

address to anyone. We do send out information 

occasionally about meetings, field trip updates, work 

days, events and conservation issues that we feel you 

would be interested in. 

If you do not want to provide us with your e-

mail address, you can still see the newsletter on our 

web site: www.baycountyaudubon.org.  Just look 

under “Newsletter” and view or print it out.  

Thank you for your understanding and we 

apologize if this is inconvenient for some of you. We 

will have a few hard copies printed up for meetings 

and events.  The next newsletter will be sent by e-mail 

in late August, 2016.  

If anyone would like to write an article for the 

newsletter, or has photos for use in the newsletter 

when space allows, please email these to 

bcas09@aol.com.  The new newsletter format will 

allow us to share more photos and information about 

birding and conservation issues with our membership. 

We know there are some wonderful photographers 

and writers out there. We’d love to include your work. 

  

CALENDER OF EVENTS 

                              PROGRAMS 
All membership meetings will be held at the Science & Discovery 

Center of Northwest Florida, 308 Airport Road, Panama City 

Mary Jo 

Capra, Norm 
Capra and 

Carol Bryan 

looking at a 
bird during the 

Ft. Pickens 

field trip on 
April 16. 

There were 45 

species 
identified 

during the trip. 

Photo by Ron 

Houser. 

http://www.baycountyaudubon.org/
mailto:bcas09@aol.com
http://www.baycountyaudubon.org/
mailto:bcas09@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local BCAS Back Yard Bird Count 
By Jim Miller 

 
By H Are you looking for a good way to increase your 

birding skills and have fun at the same time? 

Each year the Bay County Audubon Society has an open 

invitation to anyone who wants to participate in what we 

call the annual Back Yard Bird Count. The count begins 

each year on 1 January and runs through the 31st of 

December.  There is only one simple rule: Count any bird 

you see or hear in your yard, or see or hear from your 

yard.  (NOTE: You may also choose a location other than 

your yard, such as a local park you may frequent, etc.) 

Keep a list throughout the year and then report 

the results to me at bcas09@aol.com, attention Jim 

Miller. 

This is a great way to increase your birding skills, 

particularly if you are a new or relatively new birder.  If 

you have trouble identifying a bird, you can start by 

visiting the BCAS website:  http:baycountyaudubon.org 

and look for the link “Need a bird ID?”   

I have had more than one person comment that “I 

couldn’t possibly win this competition, so I don’t keep a 

yard list.”  Please remember that each yard is different 

and obviously some yards are almost always going to 

produce a higher species count than others.  So the only 

competition should be an internal one in your own yard, 

from one year to another.   

Many participants keep a running yearly species 

count, along with the date each species is seen.  Doing so 

allows you to see not only how your yearly totals may 

change (hopefully increase), but also see which species 

continue to visit your yard each year, and what time of 

year they show up, especially the migratory birds.  It also 

helps you to narrow down what to look for at any 

particular point in the year, based on previous year’s 

sighting dates. 

So here are the results (in alphabetical order) 

from the ten participants for 2015.  NOTE: species count 

is the first number; the number in parentheses is the 

difference from 2014, if reported.  

 

The Bentons 38 (+4);  Mary Jo Capra 68 (+4);  Norm 

Capra 59;  Emily Ellis 79 (-7);  Ron Houser 51 (+0); 

Richard Ingram 91 (-18);  Neil Lamb 124 (+4);  Bill 

McCandliss 76 (-19);  Tony Menart 58 (-2); Jim & Beth 

Miller 114 (+2).  

 

Some highlighted birds reported include: Alder 

Flycatcher, Blackpoll Warbler, Blue-headed Vireo, Cliff 

Swallow, Dark-eyed Junco, Louisiana Waterthrush, 

Magnificent Frigatebird, Orange-crowned Warbler, 

Peregrine Falcon, Pine Siskin, Veery, Warbling Vireo, 

White-winged Dove, Willow Flycatcher, Worm-eating 

Warbler, Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 
 
 

Won’t you join the fun? 

 

The company that was charging for picking up 

recyclable items at curbside has gone out of retail 

business, finding that the business was not profitable. 

They are, at this time, still picking up from 

commercial sources, including Bay County.  There are 

blue dumpsters at a few locations that collect 

aluminium/steel cans, newspaper, cardboard, and 

plastics 1&2: 

HG Harders Park, Lynn Haven Recreational 

Complex, Mexico Beach Water Works, Sherman Ave. 

Park (2117 Sherman Ave.), Steelfield Landfill, the 

incinerator, and a West End Site (17115 PCB Parkway 

& San Vicente St.) 

 If these dumpsters are contaminated with 

household garbage, which happens frequently, then the 

whole thing is taken to the incinerator. 
 

There are some individual recycling solutions also 

available: 
 

 

ALUMINUM:  St. Andrew Bay Resource Management 

Association (RMA), best known for its BayWatch water 

sampling program, collects aluminum.  Drop it off at the 

U S Fish & Wildlife Service office on Balboa Avenue 

behind the building in a wire cage by the driveway or 

give to Candis Harbison. 
 
 

NEWSPAPER BAGS: The plastic bags that enclose the 

News Herald can be bundled together into one of the 

bags and left out for your news carrier to pick up. 
 
 

FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION:  recycles 3 small 

items---plastic Scotch tape dispensers, foil lined energy 

bar wrappers, and  plastic cosmetic type bottles and 

tubes, like toothpaste tubes and make up 

containers. Take these items to Wild Birds Unlimited or 

give to a member of FTA. 
 
 

PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES:  just don’t buy these!  

Get a refillable container and carry it with you. 
 
 

EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES:  use the envelope that 

comes with them to return the empties or take to 

Cartridge World in the Publix Shopping Center. 
 
 

FOAM EGG CARTONS AND PRODUCE TRAYS, 

PLASTIC AND PAPER GROCERY BAGS:  place in 

the green bins in front of Publix stores. 
 
 

ELECTRONICS:  take to Office Depot or Best Buy or 

Steelfield Landfill. 
 
 

CELL PHONES:  look on the internet for agencies who 

donate them to victims of abuse or the elderly. 
 

 

BATTERIES:  Barry’s Batteries on June Avenue. 

 

Please share your other ideas. 

 

 

 

Update on Recycling 
By Candis Harbison 

  Birding for the Curious:  A Book Review 
By Ron Houser 

Birding sites in Bay County – Beaches area  
By Ron Houser 

The best areas for birding west of the Hathaway 

Bridge are St. Andrews State Park, Panama City Beach 

Conservation Park and Camp Helen State Park. They are 

on opposite ends of the beach.  If you go to St. Andrews 

State Park, get a map and bird list at the gate. You will 

want to stop at Buttonbush Marsh, just down the main 

road. There is an observation area there and you should 

be able to spot a few species if you’re patient. Stop next 

at Gator Lake, which also has an observation platform 

overlooking the lake. You should be able to see herons 

and egrets roosting on the island in the spring and 

summer. If you have a spotting scope, look for the black-

crowned night herons and bitterns (rare). There is also a 

trail there where you can find some perching birds. This 

is very good in the spring. Scan the power lines for 

unusual birds like western kingbirds and scissor-tailed 

flycatchers.  Next, go to the big parking lot at the beach 

and walk out to the pavilion up on the hill. That is a good 

place to scan for shorebirds, gulls, terns, the occasional 

gannet, gulls and terns. This is a good place for the 

occasional rare bird, including a great cormorant which 

was spotted on the jetties. You can walk down the beach 

if you want, but this isn’t usually productive unless you 

get there early. You will want to drive back to the boat 

ramp/picnic area on the bay side, walk out on the pier 

there and look for ducks, grebes, loons, etc. The trail by 

the turpentine still is a nice scenic walk through wet 

areas and pine flatwoods as well as oak hammocks.  

Drive down the camping area road.  There are spots you 

can scan the bay and get out and walk around.  

Driving west, Camp Helen State Park is also a 

good place for birds. There is a nice system of trails that 

wind through oak hammocks and end up on the beach. 

Be sure to walk the boardwalk on the north side of the 

park too. Walk to the gulf beach then proceed to the left 

where the lake empties into the gulf, at times. There are 

usually groups of gulls and terns there. You should be 

able to see Forsters, Royal and possibly other terns like 

sandwich, common and maybe even a Caspian. Look 

also for piping and snowy plovers and other shorebirds. 

Be mindful of roped-off nesting areas.  

Panama City Beach Conservation Park, about 1 

mile west of Hwy 79, is a large wastewater reclamation 

area where habitat restoration is taking place. Several 

miles of trails and boardwalks and biking have been built 

there. This is an excellent area in the spring and summer 

months but is good year round too. We conduct 4 bird 

walks for the public there every year.   

 

 
With only about 160 pages, this book is easily 

read in one day. About every aspect of birding is 

concisely covered here in plain language and with 

ample illustrations. Starting out with why we are 

attracted to birds and why we like watching them, we 

learn how to get started, and how to choose and use 

binoculars and field guides. From there, the following 

chapters explain how to identify what you see, what 

features to look for, and how to understand behavior 

of different birds. Helpful information is given about 

going on birding field trips, how to attract more birds 

to your yard using native plants, and what type of seed 

and other food to use for your backyard birds. Citizen 

Science, an Audubon priority, is given coverage by 

explaining why our Christmas Bird Count has been so 

useful to scientists for 116 years. Using e-Bird, the 

popular online bird reporting program, is explained so 

you can understand it. The last chapters tell how to 

find certain types of birds in the field and which birds 

you should expect in each season of the year. Bird 

migration is explained in a couple of pages. If you 

have considered expanding your birding beyond your 

back porch, this book is for you. Check it out! 

 
 

       The Bay County Public 

Library recently added a new 

book especially geared 

toward beginning birders.  

Subtitled “The Easiest Way 

for Anyone to Explore the 

Incredible World of Birds,” 

this book was written by 

Nate Swick, who is involved 

with the American Birding 

Association. 

Susan Llorca educating kids about bird songs during the Earth Day celebration. American Bittern at St. Andrews State Park. Photo by Robin Shader. 

mailto:bcas09@aol.com

